“The crisp path through the field in this December
snow, in the deep dark, where we trod the buried
grass like ghosts on dry toast.”

~ Dylan Thomas

Plant of the Month — Christmas Cactus

Christmas cactus is a type of
cactus that typically blooms
in late December. It is one
of several kinds of so-called
holiday cacti, including Easter
cactus and Thanksgiving
cactus, that tend to flower

at festive times. Christmas
cactus is native to the
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Hanukkah Begins
December 14

Winter Solstice
December 21

Christmas
December 25

rainforests of Brazil. While thrive in humid climates and need Boxing Day
the Thanksgiving cactus has more frequent watering. These (UK and Canada)
yellow pollen, the Christmas plants require about six weeks ol o6
has lovely pink pollen. Similar of cooler temperatures and 12-

to other kinds of succulents, to 14-hour stretches of nightly Kwanzaa Begins
Christmas cactus has fleshy, darkness for their gorgeous pink December 26
thick, segmented stems flowers to open. Artificial light

capable of water storage. can also disrupt this process, New Year’s Eve
Unlike the many cacti that live so it's necessary to house your \ December 31

in dry environments such as Christmas cactus in a light-free 2

deserts, Christmas cactus space each night.

Flower — Holly Birthstone — Turquoise

The flower for December is the
cheerful holly plant. Its bright
red berries and shiny, deep-
green leaves have come to
symbolize the winter holiday

December’s birthstone is
turquoise. This vibrant blue-

) green gemstone with veins of

brown or black is praised for
its beauty and mystical

season, as it historically has qualities. Though found worldwide, turquoise is
been used in decorations for Christmas and so named because it was prevalent in Turkish
Chinese New Year. This plant also symbolizes culture. It was traded at Turkish bazaars to
protection and good luck, which is why ancient Venetian merchants, who brought it to Europe.
Romans made holly wreaths for newlyweds. The Aztecs mined turquoise in the area now
Holly grows well in temperate and subtropical known as New Mexico, and a significant
climates. Its berries are slightly toxic to amount of turquoise today comes from
humans but can be eaten safely by birds. Arizona, California, and Nevada.
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Monthly Gazette

Birthday Bough December Lore
December 1-7: Willow December 16-24: Oak Legend has it that...
Known for your whimsical, Like the magnificent, sturdy, and

+ Forest animals can speak
and understand humans on
Christmas Eve.

intuitive nature, you are the wise oak tree, you offer comfort,
friend who sees between the  protection, advice, and love to
lines and tells it like it is. You  those around you. Always with

know how to find the fun and a smile at the ready, you are « If snow falls on Christmas

beauty in any situation. While known for providing ample Day, Easter will be green,

you tend to be the life of the laughs, cheeky fun, delicious warm, and sunny.

party, you also value alone meals, and other merriment. .

time and self-reflection. . » For some, December 28 is
December 25-31: Pine the unluckiest day of the year.

December 8-15: Cedar You are known for your strong

Spiritual and elegant, you character, patience, and H

j
December Zodiacs

Sagittarius (The Archer)
December 1-21 *

radiate inner peace and love willpower. When you set your
for those in and outside of your  mind to something, nothing
circle. Kindness, wisdom, and  stops you. Your friends

care are your super powers. and family know they

You also excel at cultivating can count on you to Capricorn (The Sea Goat)
deep friendships, joy, and provide love, support, December 22-31
creativity. and compassion.

December is the month with the shortest daylight hours of the year in the northern hemisphere
and the longest daylight hours of the year in the southern hemisphere. Its name comes from the
Latin word decem, which means “ten.” That's because the Roman year originally began in March,
making December the 10th month of the Roman year. When January and February were added

to the calendar, December became the 12th month. Many holidays and special events occur
during December, including the winter solstice, Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa.

Global New Year’s Eve Traditions December Birthdays
In Brazil and Argentina, the underwear color Richard Pryor (comedian) — December 1, 1940
worn on New Year’s Eve indicates your hope Ozzy Osbourne (musician) — December 3, 1948

for the upcoming year: yellow, you'll become

richer; red, you'll find love; white, you'll find Ira Gershwin (lyricist) — December 6, 1896

peace. Spaniards eat 12 grapes at midnight, Sammy Davis Jr. (entertainer) — December 8, 1925
while ltalians have 12 spoonfuls of lentils. In Dame Judi Dench (actress) — December 9, 1934
Denmark, people celebrate by throwing their o paep o
old dishes at the doors of their friends’ homes. Ernlly Dickinsoh (Whitor)s Decembier10, 1950
A front stoop littered with broken plates Dick Van Dyke (actor) — December 13, 1925
suggests the person inside has a lot of friends. Patty Duke (actress) — December 14, 1946
What’s Lucky in December’? Edith Piaf (smger) — December 19, 1915
Lucky Color: Silver Diane Sawyer (newscaster) — December 22, 1945
Lucky Animal: Reindeer Ava Gardner (actress) — December 24, 1922

' Steve Allen (entertainer) — December 26, 1921

Lucky Letters: H and X :
Lucky Day: Wednesday %& Marlene Dietrich (actress) — December 27, 1901

Lucky Plant: Mistletoe Bo Diddley (rock star) — December 30, 1928
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