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Carl Hanson
By
Alpha Tolbert

Carl was born in Oakland in 1937. He grew up in Albany, CA. He played baseball in
high school. Carl’s parents signed papers so that he could join the Navy at
seventeen. That was called the Kitty Cruise. He spent his time servicing and taking
care of bombs and missiles. Carl served on the USS Saratoga for six months. Then
he went out on the USS Forrestal from Virginia for six months. He got to see
Scotland, France, England and Cuba. He enjoyed that. Carl worked for the Western
Pacific Railroad for thirty-five years. His job was yard clerk and yard master. Carl
married his high school sweetheart. They had two daughters, Pam and Deborah.

Carl has three grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, and one great-great grandchild.

Carl had racing pigeons since he was thirteen. The pigeons were homing pigeons.
When the pigeons were babies, they put a seamless band on the leg so that they
could identify their own pigeons. He did lots of line breeding with his pigeons. Carl
was in the Manteca Club. They would put a counter mark that had a number on it
so when the pigeon came home, they would take the counter off, and put it inside
the clock that stamps the time it took for the pigeon to come home. Carl was in the
Manteca, Oakland and Olympia, WA clubs for racing pigeons.

After nine years, they moved back to Lindsey, but the rattlesnakes killed their dog,
so they moved to Fresno, then to Stockton.

In 1989, Carl got a divorce. He married Althea. Carl said she was a very good
person and a great cook. His children liked her. She passed away in 2013 with
COPD.

Carl moved to Redding because his whole family lives here. He has been at River
Commons for two years. He likes it here, it is home. The food is good, the people
are good. Carl says he has nothing to complain about. Thank you, Carl, for sharing
your story. It certainly made me want to learn more about racing pigeons.
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