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| NEWS BRIEFS
Disability panel
to meet June 13
at City Hall

The city of Surprise Dis-
ability Advisory Commis-
sion will meet 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, June 13 in
Council Chambers at City
Hall, 16000 N. Civic Cen-
ter Plaza.

The commission focuses
on community-wide advo-
cacy to address the needs
of those with disabilities,
as well as raising public
awareness. Public atten-
dance is encouraged.

Call 623-222-3545 or
email michelle.boyer@sur-
priseaz.gov.

TRANSIT STUDY
Wikimap online,
transit meeting

set for June 13

City officials last week
issued an appeal to resi-
dents to participate in the
ongoing transit feasibility
study through online wiki-
map hosted at www. sur-
priseaz.gov/transitstudy.

Participants may share
information on their most
frequented shopping, din-
ing, education, medical
and recreation destina-
tions in Surprise to help
officials complete the
study.

Through the wikimap,
officials will capture resi-
dents’ travel start and end
points within city bound-
aries and use the collected
data to determine where
routes are most needed,
potential ridership levels
and transit frequency.

The wikimap will be
available until 5 p.m., Fri-
day; June 29.

For those needing assis-
tance with the wikimap, or
who may have questions
about the study, a public
workshop is scheduled for
5:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
June 13 in the Communi-
ty Room at Surprise City
Hall, 16000 N. Civic Cen-
ter Plaza.

At the workshop, the
project team will share
more information about
public transit and pro-
vide a preview of potential
routes.

The goal of the study is
to understand how tran-
sit can best serve Sur-
prise residents and visi-
tors, including what type
of services will be needed,
where transit will be most
successful and potential
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CULINARY

Surprise chefs win
‘best in show’

Three chefs from The Park
at Surprise bested 45 other
competitors to capture “best
in show” for their culinary
entries at the fifth annual
Taste of Surprise at Sur-
prise Stadium.

The Park at Surprise is a
new, resort-style indepen-
dent living community and
stepped up as lead co-spon-
sor of the event this year.

The Park at Surprise chefs,
Jose Bojorquez, Chuck Bax-
ter and Joel August, also de-
cided to showcase The Park’s
culinary poise and crafted
delectable mango pineapple
pork canopies for the event.

The chefs can be found at
The Victory Bistro and Wine
Bar, located at The Park at
Surprise, and opening soon.
The bistro will serve home-
made cuisine, such as gour-
met soups, hand-craft-
ed sandwiches, wood-fired
pizzas, homemade desserts,
plus coffee, wine, beer and
special daily items.

The Rotary Club of Sur-
prise hosted the Taste of
Surprise and showcased
46 restaurants which served
1,600 mouth-watering at-
tendees. The event also fea-
tured 12 beer, wine and spirit

Three chefs from The Park at Surprise bested 45 other competitors to capture
“best in show" for their culinary entries at the fifth annual Taste of Surprise at

Surprise Stadium.

vendors as well as eight en-
tertainment groups, with the
help of 25 sponsors and more
than 150 volunteers.

The Taste of Surprise
raised $30,000 that was
spread among nine local
charities.

“It was so fun to give the
people of Surprise a ‘taste’

of all the wonderful things
they will be able to enjoy at
The Park at Surprise,” said
Rhonda Thiel, executive di-
rector at The Park at Sur-
prise. “We hope our Victo-
ry Bistro becomes a ‘go-to’
place for friends, co-workers
and family members in Sur-
prise. See you soon.”

Municipal munchies

From left, Surprise Councilman Todd Tande, Buckeye Councilman Craig Huestis, Youngtown Mayor Michael LeVault,
Peoria Mayor Pro Tem Vicki Hunt, Tolleson Mayor Anna Tovar, Avondale Mayor Kenn Weise, Goodyear Vice Mayor Wally
Campbell and Litchfield Park Mayor Tom Schoaf attend the 10th Annual Meet the Mayors Lunch hosted by West Valley
Women June 7 at Arizona Broadway Theatre, 7701 W. Paradise Lane, Peoria. The group will host its 13th anniversary
celebration at a luncheon in July. Visit westvalleywomen.org. [Submitted photo]

HEALTH CARE
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Neurologist
joins Banner
Research team

Dr. Alireza Atri
named Banner
Sun Health
Research
Institute
medical director

Banner Health has an-
nounced Dr. Alireza Atri,
MD, PhD, is the new med-
ical director of their Sun
Health Research
Institute. Dr. Atri,
a leading clinician,
researcher and ed-
ucator in the area
of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related
disorders, started
May 31.

In his role Dr.
Atri will oversee re-
search, clinical care, and
education and training
programs on the BSHRI
campus, work closely with
colleagues at both BSHRI
and Banner Alzheimer’s
Institute to further devel-
op clinical and research
programs on the Sun City
campus, and continue to
advance the understand-
ing, treatment and pre-
vention of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and other age-related
disorders. In addition, he
will help to grow Banner’s
leadership role in the ef-
fort to find effective Alz-
heimer’s disease preven-
tion therapies, and work
closely with partners at
Banner, Sun Health Foun-
dation, and other stake-
holders in the Sun Cities
community.

“We are extremely ex-
cited about the chance
to benefit from Dr. Atri’s
leadership role at BSHRI
and in the Sun Cities com-
munity,” said Eric Reiman,
MD, Banner Research
CEO. “We look forward
to helping him and our

Dr. Alireza Atri

BSHRI colleagues to ad-
vance the fight against Alz-
heimer’s, Parkinson’s and
related disorders, leverage
their existing strengths,
and have the greatest pos-
sible impact on patients,
caregivers and their fam-
ilies.”

Dr. Atri is a cognitive
and behavioral neurolo-
gist who earned his un-
dergraduate, masters
and doctoral de-
grees (Biomathe-
matics) at UCLA
and Harvard Med-
ical School, and his
medical degree at
UC San Francis-
co. He served as a
longstanding cli-
nician-researcher
and educator at Massa-
chusetts General Hospi-
tal/Harvard; moved to San
Francisco to become The
Ray Dolby Endowed Chair
in Brain Health Research
at California Pacific Medi-
cal Center; and continues
to teach at Harvard Med-
ical School as a Lecturer
in Neurology.

“It is a great honor,
privilege and opportuni-
ty to join the Banner Sun
Health Research Institute,
and the Banner Health re-
search teams, to support
a vision of paving the path
to successful brain aging
now, and to finding an end
to Alzheimer’s disease and
related neurodegenerative
disorders for the next gen-
erations,” said Dr. Atri. “I
am very energized to join
like-minded and com-
mitted colleagues to fos-
ter partnerships with the
community to support
and expand current pro-
grams.”

Dr. Atri sees BSHRI as
a regional and national
hub for dementia educa-
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